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The Changing Landscape of Film Processing

Professional film processing in today’s medium-sized photo laboratories is fundamentally
different from the past. Film volumes are lower, efficiency requirements are higher, and
laboratories increasingly demand flexible processing solutions that can adapt to changing
workflows.

Many labs are still operating legacy hanger D&D machines originally designed for high-
volume production. Under today’s conditions, these systems often require large installation
space, incur high operating costs and present growing maintenance challenges,
particularly as spare parts from original manufacturers become more difficult to source.

Colenta’s Answer to address these challenges, Colenta has developed the D&D
RoboLine 9T Universal, a modern hanger-based film processor designed specifically for
the needs of today’s professional photo laboratories.
The RoboLine 9T Universal is supplied in one of three distinct operation modes, defined at
the time of order. Each machine is manufactured and delivered for a single selected
process which are :

# C41 & BW Universal Mode for flexible colour negative and B/W processing,

# E6 Colour Reversal Mode for precise multi-step slide film processing,

# BW Multi-Developer Mode for specialised workflows using multiple developers.

Colanta
D&D RoboLine 9Tank Universal.
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Colenta has along tradition in professional film processing.

Back in the 1970s and 1980s, Colenta was among the companies manufacturing D&D
hanger processors at a time when extremely high film volumes were processed on a daily
basis.These machines were designed for maximum throughput and continuous operation,
requiring large installation space and substantial chemical volumes — perfectly suited to the
production demands of that era.

= a Colanta D&D back from
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Today, analogue film has returned — but the requirements have changed.

While demand for professional film processing is growing again, overall volumes are lower
and laboratories focus increasingly on flexibility, efficiency and operating cost control.
Large, bulky high-volume machines are no longer the optimal solution for today’s workflow.

The Colenta D&D RoboLine 9T Universal directly addresses these modern
requirements. It combines proven hanger processing technology with modern engineering
and intelligent control systems, offering a compact, efficient and future-proof solution.

Key advantages include:

# flexible operation for C41 and BW

# small tank volumes with reduced chemical consumption
# low operating and maintenance costs

# modern, reliable engineering with full spare-parts support

Depending on customer requirements and internal lab organisation, the Colenta D&D

RoboLine 9T Universal is available in a dedicated EG6 slide film processing configuration or
configured for Black & \White multi-developer processing.
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The Key statements on our D&D RoboLine 9Tank Universal unit are :

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

The D&D RoboLine 9Tank Universal can be supplied and configured in three different
operation variants, depending on customer requirements: a C41 & B/W Universal
configuration, an E6 Colour Reversal configuration, or a B&\W Multi-Developer
configuration. This allows laboratories to select the optimal solution while benefiting
from a modern, future-proof system and a strong return on investment (ROI).

Two old and inefficient machines can be replaced by a single modern unit, reducing
maintenance requirements while increasing overall productivity and operational
efficiency.

Modern, state-of-the-art technologies ensure complete process control over all
parameter and settings required for high-quality and reliable film development,
including the dependable availability of original spare parts directly from the
manufacturer.

Small tank volumes and a slim tank design (minimising oxidation) ensure low chemical
consumption and excellent process stability. Combined with highly accurate
replenishment control, the system provides an efficient, reliable and cost-effective
solution for daily film processing.

User-friendly operation and an intuitive graphic user
interface (GUI). The integrated Colenta control system
offers easy operation, clear process monitoring and quick
access to all parameters, reducing operator errors and B Solongg | ‘ﬁf
training time. y

Inline heating elements and efficient circulation systems L \ :
ensure minimal power consumption while keeping all
process temperatures stable, uniform and precise.
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Design features in-built into our D&D RoboLine 9Tank Universal:

#  Alldevelopment times, temperatures and replenishment rates
are fully programmable according to the required process
parameters and settings. A computer system with a 24"
monitor is used to monitor all settings and provides the
operator with full access and control.

# Films are mounted onto support frames (hangers) before loading into the
processor, ensuring maximum film safety and operational reliability at all times.

#  Depending on the selected configuration (C41 & BW, E6, or BW Multi-Developer),
automatically controlled tank covers (subject to the configuration) are used to prevent
chemical contamination. The covers than feature an absorbent lining that captures
chemical droplets during hanger transport, keeping adjacent tanks and machine
components clean and ensuring stable, repeatable processing results.

#  The slim tank design ensures minimal contact between chemicals and air, effectively
reducing oxidation to an absolute minimum

#  Safe and controlled hanger handling through each processing stage is ensured by a
precise and modern X/Z robotic transport system

#  Allaspects of the D&D RoboLine 9Tank Universal design are based on proven
technologies and high-quality industrial components.

# A maintenance-friendly design, ideal for clean and controlled laboratory environments.

#  Awarm air drying cabinet, positioned at the end of the tank line, provides efficient
and precisely controlled drying conditions for films under processing at all times.

Colanta °
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Neunkirchner Strasse 117
A-2700 Wiener Neustadt

Tel.: +43-2622-28311-0 il
Fax: +43-2622-28311-7 i
E-mail: office@colenta.at = i :

www.colenta.at
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